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CEDARS-SINAI PHYSICIANS ELECT WILLIAM W. BRIEN, M.D., AS CHIEF OF STAFF  

 
LOS ANGELES (Jan. 9, 2008) – The medical staff at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center has elected William Warren 
Brien, M.D., as its chief of staff for 2008.  Brien, executive vice-chairman, Department of Surgery, is also 
director of the Cedars-Sinai Orthopaedic Center and Cedars-Sinai Institute for Joint Replacement and interim 
director of the Cedars-Sinai Institute for Spinal Disorders.   
 
As chief of staff, Dr. Brien’s main focus will be to ensure that Cedars-Sinai continues to excel in providing 
quality medical care.  Among his duties will be leading the 2,000 physicians of the medical staff in meeting the 
highest quality and safety standards; representing the medical staff in its work with Cedars-Sinai’s nurses, 
pharmacists and other health professionals developing innovative collaborations to provide compassionate care 
for patients; and updating the  comprehensive emergency preparedness plan for the medical staff.   
 
“Dr. Brien brings outstanding clinical and administrative leadership experience to his role as Chief of Staff,” said 
Thomas M. Priselac, president and chief executive officer of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. “His passion for the 
highest standards of patient care as well as his skills in working effectively with colleagues and others in the 
medical center, will serve the medical staff well.” 
 
Brien, who joined the medical staff at Cedars-Sinai in 1991, received his medical degree from the University of 
California, Los Angeles and completed a residency in orthopaedic surgery at the Los Angeles County/USC 
School of Medicine.  He also completed a fellowship in adult reconstructive surgery at the Hospital for Special 
Surgery. 
 
He previously held roles at Cedars-Sinai as vice chief of staff, medical staff treasurer and medical staff 
secretary. 
 
Brien is board certified in orthopaedic surgery and as a medical examiner.  He is a former chief of 
Orthopaedics at Cedars-Sinai and currently serves as a lecturer and teacher for medical residents and 
medical students at Cedars-Sinai.   
 
He has received numerous honors and awards, including the Rancho Los Amigos Research Award, the 
Philip D. Wilson Research Award at Cornell University, and the Otto Aufranc Research Award from the Hip 
Society. 
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Through his research efforts, Brien seeks to improve surgical treatment for femur fractures as well as of hip 
and knee replacements.  He has presented nearly 100 scientific papers and exhibits and has authored 
numerous books and abstracts.  
 
He is a member of the Orthopaedic Research Society, the Orthopaedic Rehabilitation Association, and is a 
fellow of the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons.  He also serves on the Board of Councilors for 
the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons. In addition to these national roles, Brien serves on the 
board of directors of the California Orthopaedic Association and is a commissioner on the California Health 
Policy and Data Advisory Commission which advises the Office of Statewide Health Planning and 
Development (OSHPD) on health policy and health information issues. 
 
He and his wife Connie Agnew, M.D. live in Beverly Hills.  They have four children. 
 

# # # 
 
The first in Southern California and one of only 11 hospitals in the state whose nurses have been honored with the prestigious Magnet 
designation, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is one of the largest nonprofit academic medical centers in the Western United States. For 19 years, 
it has been named Los Angeles’ most preferred hospital for all health needs in an independent survey of area residents. Cedars-Sinai is 
internationally renowned for its diagnostic and treatment capabilities as well as breakthroughs in biomedical research and superlative medical 
education. It ranks among the top 10 non-university hospitals in the nation for its research activities and is fully accredited by the Association for 
the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs, Inc. (AAHRPP). www.cedars-sinai.edu. 
   
If you have received this news release in error and do not wish to receive future advisories, or if they should be directed to someone else in 
your organization, please call 1-800-396-1002. Alternatively, you may fax your updated information or your request for removal from our list to 
808-697-1249 or e-mail sandy@prpacific.com.  
 


