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Date of Birth:   September 24, 1967 
Current Position:  Research Scientist II 
   Department of Neurosurgery 
   Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Education:  BA, Natural Sciences, 1988; The Johns Hopkins University, MD 
   MPH, Environmental Health Sciences, 1995; UCLA, CA  
   PhD, Molecular & Medical Pharmacology, 2002, UCLA, CA  
 
Employment History: 
1986 Undergraduate Research, The Johns Hopkins University, Psychology 

Department. Rodent Behavioral Analysis and Atropine.   
1987 Undergraduate Research, The Johns Hopkins University, Francis 

Scott Key Hospital. Rodent Behavioral Analysis of Motivation and 
effects of Naloxone and other Opiate Antagonists. 

1992-1993 Field Researcher, Community Health Sciences/Red Cross, UCLA 
School of Public Health.  Education Assessment Research Project.  

1993-1994 Research Assistant, Community Health Sciences, UCLA School of 
Public Health. Drs. Neuman, Principal Investigator. Sustainability in 
Public health Services.  

1995-2002 Doctoral Dissertation Research: “Notch-DSL Signaling in the 
Mammalian CNS and Neural Stem Cells.” Department of Molecular & 
Medical Pharmacology, UCLA, School of Medicine, Harley I. 
Kornblum, advisor. 

2002–2005  Postdoctoral Researcher NIH,NIMH & NINDS Society for 
Neuroscience Postdoctoral Fellowship, Study the potential Role of cell 
Replacement therapy for the treatment of Parkinson’s disease. Anders 
Björklund, advisor. Lund Stem Cell Center/Wallenberg  Neuroscience 
Center, Lund University, Sweden. 

2005-2007 Research Scientist I, Department of Neurosurgery, Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA 

2007-Present Research Scientist II, Department of Neurosurgery, Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA 

 
Teaching/Training: 
1995-1997 Instructor, Stanley Kaplan, MCAT & DAT preparatory courses. CA. 
1997-1998 Teacher’s Assistant  
  Molecular and Cellular Developmental Biology course at UCLA, Biology  
  Department. 
1998-1999 Teacher’s Assistant  
  Molecular and Cellular Developmental Biology course at UCLA, Biology  
  Department. 
1999-2000 Teacher’s Assistant 



  Molecular and Cellular Developmental Biology course at UCLA, Biology  
  Department. 
2000-2001 Teacher’s Associate  
  Molecular and Cellular Developmental Biology course at UCLA, Biology  
  Department. 
2002-2005 Master’s Thesis Supervisor 
  Supervised two graduate students at the University of Lund, Department  
  of Neurobiology. 
2005-2007  Instructor and Director of Basic Science Summer Research Course  
 Department of Neurosurgery, summer research training program for 

Medical, Graduate and Undergraduate neuroscience students, including 
Denzel Washington Scholar Award winners.  Course provides basic 
cellular and molecular science instruction related to neurodegenerative 
diseases and brain tumors.  Topics included, neural stem cell biology, 
neuro-immunology and neuro-oncology. 

March, 2007  Faculty member for NIH: Human Embryonic Stem Cell Training Course. 
Children’s Hospital of Orange County, Brain Tumor biology section.  

 
Professional Memberships  
1998-2002  National Environmental Health Association 
1996-current   Society for Neuroscience 
2005-current  International Society for Stem Cell Research 
 
Awards and Fellowships 
1987          Merrill-Dowell Scholarship/Research Award (NIH, NIDA)  

   The Johns Hopkins University, Francis Scott Key Hospital  
1995   UCLA Graduate Division Fellowship Award 
1998   UCLA Graduate Division Fellowship Award 
1999   UCLA Graduate Division Fellowship Award 
2000   UCLA Graduate Division Fellowship Award 
2001   UCLA Graduate Division Fellowship Award 
2000   UCLA School of Medicine, Medical Pharmacology Travel Awards 
2001   UCLA School of Medicine, Medical Pharmacology Travel Awards 
2003-2005  NIH/ NIMH & NINDS Society for Neuroscience Postdoctoral  
    Minority Fellowship Award  
2004-2007   NIH R01 Minority Supplement Award (NINDS) 
 
Invited Lectures 
2003  Max-Planck Institute, DANCE Meeting Gothenberg, Germany. Research  
 Presentation 
2003  IBRO World Conference. Stem Cells.  Prague, Czech Republic. Research  
 Presentation 
2004 Lund Stem Cell Institute Symposium, Göteberg, Sweden. Research Presentation 
2005  Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville, Florida, Presentation 
2005  California State San Marcos, Biology Department, Research Presentation 
2006  UCLA Stem Cell Club, Research presentation 
2006  Burnham Institute, La Jolla, CA. Research Presentation 
2007  UCLA Stem Cell Club, Research presentation 
2007 Children’s Hospital of Orange County Stem Cell Symposium, Research 
 presentation 
 



Editorial Positions 
Ad Hoc reviewer for: Experimental Neurology, Current Stem Cell Research & 
Therapy, Neurobiology of Disease. 
 
Grant Support Received 
NIH/NINDS:  R01 NS048959-01S1 Supplement Award, Cell Replacement Therapy for 
Parkinson’s Disease.  
Role: PI (12/01/04 – 3/31/2007). 
 
NIH/NINDS: R21 NS048879-01, Human bone marrow-derived neural stem cell therapy, 
Role: Co-Investigator (Yu, J., PI) (10/01/05 – 9/20/2007). 
 
California Endowment: Career Development Award, Neural Stem Cells for Parkinson’s 
Diseases. 
Role: Co-Investigator (Black, K., PI) (01/01/05-11/31/07).  
 
The Donna & Jesse Garber Foundation: The role of TLR signaling in dendritic cells for the 
purpose of dendritic cell vaccination therapy against glioblastoma.  
Role: PI (01/01/08-12/31/08) 
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